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6-7 Grades:
First Place

by Carla Schaffer
Grade 7

Parkview Middle
School, Ankeny

Sponoring teacher:
Nicholas Pauly

My essay isabout American artist Mary Cassatt. Mary, asthefirst
American Impressionist, wasan ingpiration to women artistsof her time
and thosethat followed. Her art explained what women did during their days
inthe 1800'sand the 1900's, and therefore had areal historical significance.
Her paintings al so opened alot of eyesto what womanhood wasall about.

Mary Cassatt wasborn on May 22, 1844, in Allegheny City,
Pennsylvania. Her parents, Robert and Katherine, also had four other
children; Lydia, Aleck, Robert, and Joseph. Her father’sjob consisted of
traveling al around Europe, especialy to Paris. Thefamily visited wonderful
art galeries, and Mary decided shewanted to becomeaprofessiona artist.
After adeathinthefamily, the Cassatts moved back to their home state of
Pennsylvania. Mary enrolled a the PennsylvaniaAcademy of theFine Arts.

Unsatisfied with how the school saw women artists, Mary went back
to Paristo seek professional guidance. Turned down by high-ranking art
school s because shewasawoman, Mary studied with privateteachers. She
wasfirst recognized profess onally when the Paris Sal on accepted one of her
paintingsfor anexhibitionin 1868. Her persona styleof painting wasdifferent
than the others, though. Mary painted with larger brush strokes, brighter
colors, and morelighting. Edgar Degas came acrossMary’swork, contacted
her, and they became closefriends. Later, Mary left the ParisSalontojoin
Degasinagroup of paintersknown asimpressionists.

In 1879, Mary held thefirst Impressionist exhibit inthe United States.
In 1892, she painted atwel ve by fifty-eight foot mural for theWoman's
Building of the Chicago World's Columbian Exposition. Thisevent increased
Mary Cassatt’ sfamein the United States, although her work wasnot really
appreciated until after her degth.

Mary Cassatt oncesaid, “ A woman artist must be capabl e of making
theprimary sacrifice.” Mary gave up amarriageand children of her ownto
dedicatetimeto her art. Instead, her art subjectsbecame her family and
friends, especidly her sister Lydiaand her brother Aleck’sfour children. She
pai nted women doing their norma daily activities, such ashaving tea, getting
dressed, preparing med's, and bathing children. Thetheme of mothersand
children wasin some of her most famousworks.

Mary Cassatt wasforced to stop painting in 1915 because of her
failling eyesight. Shediedin 1926. Shewill lwaysberemembered for her
great artistic ability and for her effort in obtaining equal statusfor women
atigs.

Tome, Mary Cassatt used her art in support of women'srights.
When art school sdiscouraged her by not |etting her takeacertain class, she
found another placethat would. She never gave up on her dream of being a
famousartist. Her paintings captured in detail the beauty of women'slives,
from how gracefully they would sew to how gently they would hold achild.
Mary Cassatt changed theway Americanslooked at art, and that iswhy she
should bewritteninto history.
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6-7 Grades:
Second Place

by Melissa Dunlap
Grade 6

Colo-Nesco Middle
School

Sponoring teacher:
Cassandra Green
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Amelia Earhart: Overcoming Turbulences

AmeliaEarhart wasborn July 24,1897, in Atchison, Kansas. In 1905,
Amelia sdad got ajob witharailroadin DesMoines, lowa, but Ameliaand
her sister would not cometo lowauntil 1908.

Ameliawasten when shesaw her first plane at the lowa State Fair.
She couldn’t believethat thing made of wood and wirescould fly. Her interest
was sparked. Shefdl inlovewith planesand decided to fly one someday.

In 1914 Amy, her mom, and the girls packed up and | eft Edwin, her
dad, because of hisdrinking problem and headed for Chicago. It probably
took her strength to overcomeasplit likethat. | know it would be hard for
me

When Ameliamoved to LosAngelesshedecided tofulfill her lifelong
dream, fly aplane. In 1920, Ameliatook her first flight (ten minutes) over Los
Angeles. Shedidn’t pilot thisflight.

OnApril 27,1926, whilelivingin Boston, Ameliagot acdl from
Captain H.C. Railey. He asked her, “How would you liketo bethefirst
womantofly acrossthe Atlantic?” Of course, like any adventurousyoung
personshesaid, “Yes.”

Ameiawouldfly, asapassenger, with two men, Lou Gordon and Bill
Stultz. On June 18, 1928, their planeleft Halifax. They traveled in densefog
for most of thetrip. They had plannedtoland in Ireland, but instead landed in
Burry Port.

On February 7, 1931 Amdiamarried her other love, aman named
George Putnam.

OnMay 20, 1932 Ameliaflew solo acrossthe Atlantic.

Thispassiongrew. Then, Ameliagtarted thinking of doing something
more adventurous, and on June 1, 1937 Ameliaand her navigator left Miami,
Floridafor her trip around theworld.

At20:14 GMT, Itascareceived thelast voicetransmission from
Amédlia, “KHAQQ calling Itasca. We must be on you but cannot seeyou. . .
Gasisrunninglow. . .”

TheElectrawasthelast planeto hold AmeliaEarhart.

Amelia'slast noteto Georgeread: “ Please know | am quite aware of
thehazards. . . | want to do it because | want to doit. Woman must try do
thingsasmen havetried. Whenthey fail their failuremust bebut acha lenge
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6-7 Grades:
Third Place

by Caitlyn Levetzow
Grade 7

Wood Intermediate
School, Davenport

Sponoring teacher:
Matthew DeBaene

toothers. *

Thereare varioustheoriesabout what happened to her, but no one
really knowswhat happened to AmeliaEarhart.

| think AmeliaEarhart should bewritteninto history becauseshedid
courageous things most woman could only dream of doing at that time. | wish
| could have been asdaring and as adventurous as shewas. She should aso
bewritten into history asarole model for girlswho want to takewingsand
fly.

| canrelateto Ameliainaway becausel really likedirt track racing. |
know some peoplethink, “ You'reagirl. You can't likeracing. Boyslike
racing, not girls.” LikeAmelia, | don’t listento their rude comments. | stand
outinmy classbecausel’ mtheonly girl that knowsanything about racing.

Eventhough Ameliaisgone, shecan till ingpireyoung girlstofollow
their dreamsevenif they areout of theordinary. My dreamisto beaflagman,
eventhoughI’magirl, and an orthodontist. Like Amelia, | havechosento
travel apath that hasbeen mostly flown by men.
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Mbm... To most people, that word means someonewhoistheretotake
careof you and protect you. To me, the definition of amom goesmuch
deeper. Shedoesn't just take care of me and protect me, but shegivesme
theloveand support | needto go through life. Sheislikeabest friendwholl
cantalk to 24/7 about absol utely anything.

My relationship with my momisbuilt on many things. Thefirst and
foremost beinglove. Itisawonderful feeling to know that no matter what |
do, my momwill still love me. Shemay not likewhat | have done, but the
loveisdtill thereevenwhen shedisciplinesme. Thereisno greater feeling
thanto beloved unconditionaly.

Our relationshipisalsobased ontrust. | cantrust that when | tell her
something private, shewill not tell anyone. | also trust that no matter wheat,
shewill betherefor me. Shealso hasagreat deal of trust in me, and she
knowsthat | would never lieto her - | couldn’t. Thereisjust something
about our relationship that keepsmefromever telling her alie. | can’'t explain
it, but we both appreciateit.

Not only ismy mom honest in our relationship, but sheishonestinal
aspectsof her life. | remember onetime after getting homefrom shopping,
shefound something in our shopping bagsthat was not ours, and she noticed
from thereceipt that we had not paid for it. Shewent straight back to the
storeto return it. The person behind the counter looked at her like shewas
crazy, but that istheway my momis...nonest.

My momisawaystherefor me. Whether it beapersonal question
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that | could not ask anyoneelseor aproblem at school, sheisalwaysthereto
help me. Sheworkssix daysaweek for the president of area estate
company, but ill findsthetimeto help meand sharein my experiences. She
attendsmy chorus performances, award ceremonies, and any other functions
that may come up. Sheisright therewith camerain hand, clapping louder than
anyone.

| havetwo sisters, and thethree of uskeep my mom very busy. Asif
that isn’t enough, shea so helpsother peopleaswell. She cooksand delivers
food regularly to her mom and dad. She hel psanother older couplewe know
by taking food to them and sometimes hel ping them financialy, when wecan
affordit. Sheaso givesmoney, when possible, to variouscharitieslike United
Way, Heart Association, and the Boys & GirlsClub. Onetime, alady at work
wasvery sick with aseriousillness, and my mom took specia fooditemsto
her and ahed th book that contained hel pful suggestionsabout thelady’s
illness. That isjust theway sheis. She helpswhen shecan, and | grestly
admirethat about her.

Nothing could ever replace my mom and thewonderful relationship |
havewith her. She hasdone so many wonderful thingsfor me, our family, and
the peoplearound her. I think my mom should bewritteninto the history
booksasthebest momintheworld. | am so proud of everything sheisand
hasdone. Sheisnot only amother, awife, adaughter, and asecretary, but
sheismy friend...thereisno better reason than that.
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8-9 Grades:
First Place

by Katie Bartlett
Grade 8

Central Academy,
Des Moines

Sponoring teacher:
Jan Williams

Write Women Into History Essay

Can youimagineaworld where everyoneisthe same? Can you imagine
livinginaworldwithout racia diversity or ethnic differences? That isthekind of
world many lowans sought to maintain in the yearsfollowing World War I1.
African-Americanswere not allowed to eat in restaurantsthat served whites.
Blackshad to sitinthe back of the bus, and black and white children went to
separate schools. All of theseinjustices changed because of the strength and
conviction of apetite, black woman named Edna Griffin.

InJuly of 1948, EdnaGriffin, her baby, and two friendswent into
Katz Drug Storein downtown DesMoines. Katz had alunch counter that did
not serve African-American people. Neverthel ess, Ednaordered asodafor
herself and her friends Thewaitressrefused to serve Edna. Ednaasked to see
thefloor manager and hisreply wasthe same. So, Ednaleft Katz Drug Store
without being served but determined to fight for her civil rights.

InaDesMoines Register article by RekhaBasu published January
26,1998, Mrs. Griffinsaid, “ Just because it wasright waswhy | wasthere. It
really wasn't amatter of bravery.” However, EdnaGriffinwasbravewhen
shechallenged authority and created an atmaosphere of unrest and imminent
change. Many lowanswereafraid of the changeand fought against it.
Fortunately, many morelowansfound an overwhelming hunger for the
equdity of rightsfor African-Americansdl over thestate. Within daysof the
news of the Katz incident, hundreds of peopleall over lowaparticipatedin
st-ins, protests, and marches. Shortly after theincident, Ednafiled alawsuit
against Katz Drug Store. Thelawsuit that Ednafiled founditsway tothelowa
Supreme Court and Ednawas at the center of the controversy. Ultimately,
Katz wasconvicted of violating lowa scivil rightslawsby thelowaSupreme
Court. Later inacivil suit, an al-whitejury awarded Griffinthe sum of one
dollar. It may not seem like much of an award, but it proved segregation was
wrong.

EdnaGriffinwasbornin 1909 in Kentucky and raised onthe East
Coast. Sheattended the al-black Fisk University and had been protected
fromracid discrimination until she cameto DesMoineswith her husband.
Following the conclusion of theKatz case, Mrs. Griffin volunteered for many
organizationswhich fought to bring equd rightsto all lowans. Mrs. Griffin's
successin fighting against prejudice hashel ped bring closer the end of
segregation and discrimination. She used the lowa Courtsto affirm that
segregation iswrong. She helped to changetheeveryday livesof peoplefor
generationsto come.

My lifeisvery different because of EdnaGriffin’sstrength and
conviction. Themiddleschool | attendisracially and ethnically diverse. |
enjoy thefriendship and benefit from the contributions of peoplefrom many
racesand countries. My lifeismadericher by these experiencesand | have
peoplelike EdnaGriffin to thank for the opportunity.

Pace 5



8-9 Grades:
Second Place

by Molly Gallentine
Grade 9

BCLUW High
School

Sponoring teacher:
Shaelynn Bonwell

EdnaGriffindied February 2, 2000 at anursing homein DesMoines.
Shedied quietly and dmost forgotten. Shefought al of her lifeagainst
discrimination andinjustice. Her willingnessto put hersdlf at risk of
persecution, filealaw suit, and challengethe conventional thinking of theday
had adirect impact onthequality of many lives. Although Edna Griffin has
been honored with awards and plagues, her truelegacy can befoundinthe
many shapesand colorsof thefacesin my classroom.

**“" ***‘*** I

Excellent teachersare often forgotteninthe course of history, but not inthe
mindsof their sudents. My rolemode isateacher. Shedoesn't haveaglamorous
job and hasn't defeated any bad-guyswith laser beams. However, thismiddle
aged woman hasbefriended a15 year old girl, and that can sometimesbe more
important.

Mrs. Mary Pieper was my middle school English teacher, and | will
admit that her classes could bedirt boring. Her belief wasthat students must
hear something twenty timesbeforethey learnit. Shedroveeverythingintothe
ground, but all of her students could writeaproper sentence! Onceinawhile,
shewouldlet usfree-write. Tomy surprisel found myself actualy writing
storiesinstead of notesto my friends. Oneday Mrs. Pieper had me stay after
class. She had read one of my storiesand told methat with alittlebbit of help,
| could haveagreat pieceof literature. Thisbecameaturning point for me,
hel ping my self esteem. We worked so hard on making my story perfect. Mrs.
Pieper probably looked it over hundredsof times. Intheend, | wonfirst place
inthe 1998 |owa Reading A ssociation creative writing contest.

During the sametimeMrs. Pieper noticed that our small rural school
wasfaced with abig problem. If studentsexcelled in sportsthere were many
extracurricular opportunitiesfor them, but if astudent’ sstrong pointswerein
thefineartstherewerefew programsavailable. School wasgetting really hard
for mesincel wasstrugglingto find aplacewherel belonged. Then Mrs.
Pieper proposed aplan for afineartsenrichment classin our middleschool.
Never before had there been any attempt to teach journalism or theater. | was
thrilled. Mrs. Pieper, ignoring her already packed schedul e, beganto choose
studentseligiblefor theclass. | wasadded to her list.

Her book-filled room became asanctuary for many of us. For me, it
wastheonetimeintheday that | could ook forward to, no matter what
adolescent troubles | was having. We could walk into theroom and do what
weloved best: writing and acting. We published our middle school’ sfirst
newspaper; | did acomical advice column. My class performed many skits,
but wewere most proud of our full-scale production of “Alicein
Wonderland”. Mrs. Pieper would stay up al night long making the costumes
and then haveto teach the next day.
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8-9 Grades:
Third Place

by Erin Wonder
Grade 8

Indianola Middle
School

Sponoring teacher:
Anthony Asmus

Mrs. Pieper d so helped uslearn theimportance of being avolunteer.
We produced and performed puppet showsfor the elementary children
teaching them about the diseases and disabilities of some of the students. We
video taped oursel vesreading our favorite booksand sent it to homeless
shelters. Mrs. Pigper helped usmake giant stepsaswritersand performersin
just ashort period of time.

| know Mrs. Pieper not just asan English teacher, but asabubbly
person who hasgreat ideas and strivesto makethem areality. Shewantsthe
best for al of the kidswho comeinto her classroom each day, and shewill go
out of her way for each and every one of them. There have been many good
teachersintheworld, but most are not mentioned in history books. Who
taught Betsy Rosshow to sew or LouisaMay Alcott her a phabet?1 think
that by writing about the contributionsMrs. Pieper hasmade, | anaso
honoring al of thoseforgottenteachers.
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Carrie Chapman Catt: Constant Service to a
Great Cause

Onabrisk fall morni ngin 1872, ayoung girl watched as her father
readied himself to makethetripinto town and votefor the next President of
the United States. Shea so saw her mother sitting patiently at thetable, and
asked out loud why her mother wasn'’t getting ready to vote, too. Her
Innocent question wasgreeted with laughter. “Women can’t vote,” shewas
told. “That ishow it lwayshasbeen and that ishow it alwayswill be.” The
girl was shocked at the acceptance of thelower status of women, and this
revelation changed the course of her life, aswell astheentirenation.

Thelittlegirl was Carrie Clinton Lane, aheadstrong and confident
childliving on her family’sfarminrural CharlesCity, lowa Her parentsdid
not approveof Carrie soutgoing nature, but she continually pushed thelimits
of acceptancein society, and would do so throughout her life. Carriemade
her mark onlowa State University by earning women theright to make
speechesinthe school’sliterary society. Inoneof her first speeches, Carrie
asked “How isit possiblethat awoman who isunfit to vote, should bethe
mother of, and bring up, amanwho is?’ Thesewordswere Carrie' sfirst
stepstoward becoming aleader inthefight for women’ssuffrage. After
college, Carriemoved back to Charles City and worked asateacher and
principal in Mason City, and, in 1883, she became oneof thefirst womenin
the nati on appoi nted superintendent of aschool district.

After Carrie’ sfirst husband, Leo Chapman, died, Carriejoined the
lowaWoman Suffrage Association. It wasthen that Carrie met George Cait,
asupporter of women'’ssuffrage, whom she married shortly after. In 1890,
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Carriemade her Nationa American WWoman Suffrage Association debut at a
convention by giving arousing speech.

Asanew century dawned, NAWSA president Susan B. Anthony
stepped down and offered the honorary positionto Carrie, who eagerly
accepted thejob and moved to New York with her husband. Unfortunately,
George Catt’shealth wasfailing, and Carrieturned the NAWSA presidency
over to AnnaHoward Shaw while shecared for her ailing husband. Sadly,
Georgedied, and Carriefel into adeep depression. Shequit her work, and
her friends and doctor encouraged her to go abroad. During her travels,
Carrieestablished theInternationa Women's Suffrage Alliance. While
traveling aspresident for the IWSA, shewas asked to return as president for
the NAWSA,, which had come upon hard timeswhile Carriewasgone.

When shereturned, Carrie soon released her “Winning Plan”, aplan
that would help them win thewomen’ssuffrage vote. Her planworked, andin
1920 Tennessee becamethethirty-sixth stateto ratify the nineteenth
Amendment. After thevictory, Carrieproudly stated, “ Thisisagloriousand
wonderful day. Now that we havethevotelet usremember weare...freeand
equd citizens”

Carrie Chapman Catt made many great contributionsto women’s
rightsand suffrage. Without Carri€’ sstrong determination and will, women
would not bevoting in e ectionstoday. Carrie paved theway for womenin
the present day.

Carriebecamevery privatein her old age. She seemed to want no
credit for her actions, just results. Carriedied d one of aheart attack onthe
evening of March 9, 1947. Her funeral was simple, assherequested, and she
wasburiedinaNew York cemetery under amonument that Ssimply said,
“Constant Service To A Great Cause.” And what agreat causeit was.

Works Cited:

Moss, Joyce and George Wilson. Profilesin American History: Significant Events and
the People Who Shaped Them. New York, New York: ITP, 1994.

David F. McCartney. “ About Carrie Chapman Catt”. 2000: Internet Explorer.
11/14/00. www.catt.org

*4‘¥ ‘;‘¥¥¥ *;

Pace 8



Best Essays on
Women in Science
and Engineering
for 6-7th Grades:
First Place

by Valerie Brophy
Grade 6

Prairie Middle
School, Cedar
Rapids

Sponoring teacher:
Gwen Gano

My Essay on Hilda Irene Brophy

Thisisan essay about aperson | admirevery much. Her nameisirene
Brophy, and sheismy great aunt, and when | say “great” | meangreat! Sheis
the most remarkable person I’ ve ever met.

Irenewas born on November 30, 1919, onasmall farmin
Minnesota. Shewasborn beforethe Great Depression; all shesaysshecan
remember is, “My family was poor to begin with so we never seemed to get
much poorer. Whatever problemsmy parentshad, they never talked about it
around us. My parentsjust made it seem like nothing waswrong and made
thebest of thestuation.”

Sheremembersthat once her family wasgoingto FergusFalls,
Minnesota, to buy Christmas presents, and shewasgoing to get apair of ice
shoes. They wereof polished black leather, with shiny, sham stedl blades, and
cream colored laces. They were something that every kid wanted.

“We got to Fergus Fallsand went to get some money at the bank, but
right beforewe got therethe bank closed. All the money we had wasthe
money in our pockets. | still got apair of ice shoesthough.”

In 1940, Irenewent to Minnesota College of Art and graduatedin
1943 with adegreein drafting. She started working at anaval factory. Then,
shechoseto jointheMarine Corp. Sheleft for the San Diego baseon
ChristmasEve, 1943. While at the base Irene became an engineer and car
specidist. Shedrovemany different typesof military vehicleslikethe6x 6,
30-40, regular pick-ups, jeeps, and armored vehicles. Sheevendrovea
movie star named Robert Ryan to anew base! May 15, 1946, wasthe end of
Irene’scontract, so shemoved to Boulder, Colorado, and | ater started
working for the United States Government. Whileworking for the
government, Irenewasinvolved with many interesting projectslikethe Project
Mercury. Irenewasoneof theeleven
peopl e chosen from Boulder to help train the astronautsthat wereto go on
that mission. One of the astronauts, Scott Carpenter, went to school with
Irenein FergusFalls, Minnesota.

From 1957 to 1959, Irenewas chosen to help train someof the
young scientiststhat went to Antarctica. The sixteen peopleshehelpedtrain
werefromall over theworld.

During thetimethat Ireneworked for the United States Government
shereceived numerouscalsfromthe CIA and famous scientiststo help them
work on someof their projects.

Ireneisspecia to menot only because she'smy great aunt, but aso
because she' sbeen so activewith projectsand decisionsthat affect all of our
lives. Just think what thingswould belikewithout her help and knowledge!
Irene’ sinvolvement in multipleworl dwide experiencesmakes her awonderful
rolemodd for theadventurous sprit withinall of us.

Irene hasdone so many interesting thingsin her lifethat | think
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Best Essays on
Women in Science
and Engineering
for 6-7th Grades:
Second Place

by Emily A. Nagle
Grade 7

Jefferson Junior
High School,
Dubuque

Sponoring teacher:
Kristen Koeller

someone should award her. In her life she hasbeen given only oneaward,
whichwasWoman of the Year in 1980. | fed that she deservesmore. Irene
would never say her contributions deserve an award. Shefeelstheloveshe
givesand recelvesisawarding enough and her courageand wisdom area
rewardto usall.

3
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Marie Curie

ManyaSkI odowkli, wasborninWarsaw, Polandin 1867. Manyawasthe
youngest out of five children, and with teachersfor parents, shelearned at a
young age theimportance of education. Her mother died when Manyawas
young. At thistime Poland was controlled by Russa, and sinceher father violated
thelaw by teaching Polish, Manyaand her siblingshad to get jobsto support the
family. After going through many jobs, Manyabecameatutor in another city.
Sheliked it and was ableto send her father and her sister Bronyamoney for
support.

Bronyawasstudying medicinein Paris, whereshe got married to another
student. Bronyaand her husband then set up practicein Paris, and invited Manya
tolivewith them. Manyamoved to Parisand attended the Sorbonne, afamous
Parisian University. To better fit in, Manyachanged her nameto the French
versonwhichisMarie. Marierecelved her Masters' Degree for mathematics
and physics, and stayed in Paris to do research on magnetism. She needed
moreroom to do further research.

Mariewasintroduced to Pierre Curie and moved her equipment into his
lab. Soon after they fell inloveand married. A friend of the Curie’s, A. Henri
Becquerel, had been playing with some currently detected properties of an
element called uranium. Hetold Pierreand Marie about the el ement and they
becameinterested. Marie set about questioning the effect of uranium for her
Doctorateand called it “ radio-activity” . Shetarted to check out other el ements,
to conclude whether they too wereradioactive. Shefound onenamed Thorium,
and she came acrossasource of radiationinamixture called “ pitch-blend”,
which was moreforceful then either uranium or thorium. It took Pierreand
Mariefour years of working together to isol ate the radioactive sourcein the
pitch-blend, which shenamed radium.

For their discovery of radium, Pierreand Mariewon aNobel Prizein
Physicsin 1903, which they shared with A. Henri Becquerel. (After quitea
struggle) she was able to isolate the element. She found that what she had
discovered was not pureradium. For this shewas given the Nobel Prizefor
Chemistry in 1911. Marie a so detected that radiation could kill human cells.
Shereasoned that it could not only kill healthy human cellsbut a so diseased
cells, so shewent about isolating radium for usein killing tumors.
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Best Essays on
Women in Science
and Engineering
for 8-9th Grades:
First Place

by Kathleen M.
Vonderhaar
Grade 8

Marquette Junior/
Senior High Schoaol,
West Point

Sponoring teacher:
Holly Sanders

In 1906 Mari€ shusband wasoffered aposition of director of thePhysics
Laboratory at the Sorbonne. Unfortunately Pierrewaskilled by acarriagebefore
he could takethejob. After hisdeath, Mariewas offered the position and took
it. She becamethefirst women to become director of aresearch laboratory.
During World War 1, Marie Curieworked for the French building and designing
X-ray machines. sheknew that moving soldiersto ahospital beforethey needed
surgery wasnot dwayspossible, so shedesigned thefirst mobile X-ray machine.

OnJuly 4,1934, Mariediedin Paris. shewaskilled by theradiation
poison from her experimentsand may have been thefirst personto do so.
Marie Curieissomeonewho brought herself from poverty, toagood
education and becomeknown for her brilliance. | think that shewasan
amazing and dedicated women, who made merealize that no matter what the
circumstances, you cando anything if you set your mindtoit.

‘**“" #*‘*** I

Dr. Linda Lee

Thereare many women in lowawho have made significant contributionsto
our society. Thewoman | have chosen for my report hasnot only effected my
lifein apositiveway, but a so many others. She hasachieved successina
very demanding profession aong with theextraresponsbilitiesof afamily.
Thisgreat rolemode isDr. LindaLee, acardiologist at Mercy Hospitd, in
lowaCity, lowa.

Dr. LeewasborninNew York City on April 11, 1959. She attended
elementary school inNew York City and attended high school in New Jersey.
Dr. Lee' sgraduating classin high school cons sted of approximately 400
students and shewas honored as Val edi ctorian. From high school shewent
ontothe Universty of Michigan whereshestudied medicine. At Michigan she
did her undergraduate, graduate, internal medicinetraining and her cardiology
fellowshipin approximately 14 years. Whilein Michigan shemarried Thomas
Grossand had one boy whom was born on August 4, 1981. In 1991 they
moved to lowa. Dr. Leeworked at the University of lowafor oneyear
before moving onto Mercy in 1992. At Mercy sheprimarily practicesgenera
cardiology. On June5, 1996 she had her second son. Her husband remainsat
theUniversity of lowaasaPulmonary Specidist. They livein Solon, lowa,
andtheir two childrenare currently in kindergarten and sixth grade.

Professionaly, Dr. Lee hasachieved much and helped many people.
She hasa so shown methat awoman can be successful in ademanding
career and still enjoy afamily. However, themost persond reason Dr. Leeis
important to meisthat she successfully performed angioplasty and heart
bypass surgery on my grandfather. Thishasalowed my grandfather to
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continueto enjoy ahealthy lifeand meto continueto get to know and learn
fromagreat guy. Dr. Leehasgiven measpecia gift andit’sagift she
continuesto giveto many other families- timewith thosewelove.

Women who succeed in palitics, art, music, and literaturereceive asignificant
amount of publicity, whichthey deserve. They arethought of asthetypica
historical figures. | think itisalsoimportant to remember thosewomen who
make very special quiet contributionsto our society. Because of what Dr. Lee
hasdonefor meand my family, aswell asmany others, | believe she should
be remembered, appreciated, and acknowledged. By thisreport 1 hopel
have helped to do so.

Sources:

Dr. LindaL ee, personal interview, January 3, 2001

Curriculum Vitag, Dr. LindaLee

Dr. Lee'spersonal assistant, personal interview, January 3, 2001
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Peggy Knight

Thewoman that hasmadeani mpact on my lifeisPeggy Knight. Peggy isthe
founder of anationwideorganization called Locksof Love. Thisisan organization
where peoplewith AlopeciaAreata(hair |0ss) or cancer can goto haveacustom
fitwigmade.

When Peggy was 14, shelost her first strand of hair overnight. Shewastold
that she had AlopeciaAreata, an autoimmune condition that causes hair 10ss.
Peggy tried many alternatives, even awig sutured to her head. Whilevisiting
doctors, she realized that there had to be another solution. So she started a
company to help hersalf and others. Shefounded the Peggy Knight International
in 1978, in San Francisco. Creating thiscompany hel ped Peggy overcome her
denia and embarrassment. It also renewed hope and faith for many otherswho
arehair lossvictims.

In 1997, Peggy formed anot-for-profit charity called Locksof Love. She
isnow presently the president and the head of research and development. Over
38 yearsof testing hel ped devel op natural and comfortable hairpieces. These
hai rpieces have changed thelives of hundredsof victimsof aopeciaor cancer.

Thehairpiecesthat areworn by hundredsdaily are custom madefor each
customer. They aremadewith natural human hair fixed in acomfortable, non-
irritating silliconebase. The baseiscreated from aplaster mold of thecustomer’s
head, creating avacuum seal for asecurefit.

Peggy Knight hasmade animpact on my lifefor many reasons. Thefirstis
because Peggy madethe company and charity unsdlfishly. Shemade both these
organizationsto hel p others. Peggy began finding anew solution to sutured wigs
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because shefelt there was abetter way. Peggy did want to find acomfortable
wig for herself, but she used herself as an example. When people go for
information about the hairpieces, Peggy often takes off her wig so the customer
knowsthat she can relatewith them. Shewantsthe customer to understand that
they arenot alone.

Another reason why | feel Peggy isavery important role model in our
world today is because her hairpieces are for everyone. Customers can be
adultsor children. Peggy understandsthat people of all ageswant to berid of
their embarrassment and grief. Many customerswho were once embarrassed
towalk the streetsare confident and strong. Many of the customersof Peggy’s
have becomeded ers. All the dealerswear hairpiecesand have dopeciaareata.
They travel the country and help otherswith alopeciafind an alternative to
bal dness. Now more peopl e experiencethelove and kindnessfrom everyone
involved with either Peggy Knight Internationa or Locksof Love.

Thethird andfina reason | believe Peggy Knightisawonderful womanis
because she givesthe public the opportunity to help. Men and woman, young
andold, dl colors, and all racescan donate hair. Thereareonly few restrictions.
Donating hair is what started my interest in Peggy Knight. | heard of the
organization, Locksof Love, and | longed to donatemy hair. | felt | could help
Peggy Knight'sorganization, evenif just alittle.

What Peggy Knight has done has hel ped apart of peoplethat seemsto be
forgotten too often: aperson’spride. Peggy hashel ped restorethat in children
and adultsalike. That iswhy | believe Peggy Knight isanimportant womanin
our world today.

Sources:
http://wvvw.locksoflove.org
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Edith Rose Murphy When most peoplethink of women they envision housewives, cooking,
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cleaning, and astay-at-homemom. They aren’t aware of the differencethat
women makein our livestoday, and they need to know how important they
are. Onelowawomanthat | seeasavery caring, courageous, and outstand-
ing personinmy lifeand inthelivesof othersismy mother. She hastouched
many heartsand reached out to people of all ages. Shelooksintothefuture
and thinks of thebest. A mother of three children and awoman strongin
volunteerism, my mother Janet El K hatib should bewritten downinto history.

| am very fortunateto have amother who doesn’t work outside the
home. Most peopl ethink that moms stay at home doing nothing all day; that
isn'ttrueat al. My mother isn’t homehalf of the day, sheisvolunteering.
Actually, she sayscleaning the house comes|ast after shefindsthetimeto do
all of her volunteer work. Most of her work goesinto the I nternational Family
Night that sheisin charge of at an e ementary school. She doesit to expose
childrento other culturesso they will be more accepting of differences. She
says, “ | want them to see beyond their culturesand let them know that
diversity isgood.”

Sheisvery involvedin schoolsand workswith childrenina
student-learning lab that she devel oped to have children work one on one
withvolunteers. Shea so helpsat thejunior high and high school level with
fundrai sersin order to makemoney for their school. My mother isin organi-
zationssuch asPTA and PSA. These organi zationsfulfill the needsof schools
while helping othersbeinvolved parents. Sheisvery intouchwith children,
proven by thefact shewasaGirl Scout |eader for fiveyears, dealing withwild
and uncontrollable, but loveablegirls.

My mother a so joined many women'’sorgani zationswhich benefit
younggirls. Theseinclude TTT, which sendslessfortunate girlsto asummer
camp so they have achanceto meet other girls. Sheisalso part of the Finley
Sunshine Circlethat supportsFinley hospital andits' out reach program, to
givemoney to peoplewho can't pay their bills. My mom isa so amember of
PE.O, an organization that supportsawoman’sjunior college.

Withal of the organizationsand school sthat she helps, youwould
think that shewouldn’t have muchtimefor her family, but shefindsit. Sheis
oneof themost important peoplein my life. My mother isone of thosetypes
who awayswill pushyou to do your best. If you aredown she'll bring you
back up. Shehasaway of pleasing people. Not only that but she seemsto be
ataxi for uschildren. After school, sheisinthe car most of thetimedriving us
between activities, appointments, and sports. | don’t know what | would do
without her. | didn’t awaysunderstand why volunteer work isso important
and worthwhile, but she made me understand. Childrenthesedaysareless
respectful to their eldersand somedon’t haveadesireto learn. By volunteer-
ing, shereachesout tothem. Shesays, “ If | madeadifferencetouching any
child'slifeassetting adesireto learn look into the future, and makeyour
dreamstrueit givesmesdf satisfaction.” For thesereasons Janet El Khatib
should beinthehistory books.
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